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CCZT MARCH NEWSLETTER 
 
 

Petauke, March 4th 2020 
 
  

Dear Prayer Partners and Supporters,  
 
It has been a while since you got a newsletter from us. We would like to take this time to look back 
and share with you what happened in the last months of 2019 and what our plans are for this year, 
Lord willing. 
 
College 
In December, the Principal and Rev. C. Miti had the opportunity to travel together with their wives to 
Malawi to visit the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Malawi School of Theology located in Zomba. It 
was a time well spent as plans were made on how the two colleges could help each other in terms of 
sharing lecturers and materials. 
During this time, a number of the 2019 CCZT student graduates were visited as part of a follow up 
program to see how they were settling down in their stations. The graduates each received a copy of 
the Matthew Henry Commentary that had been donated to them as a graduation gift. 
 

 
Rev. Miti & Wife and Rev. Sakala.  Rev. van der Bas &Rev. Sakala                Distribution of donated Matthew Henry Commentaries 

 
In January, the Principal and the Admin were busy with preparations for the start of a new academic 
year. One of the activities was the recruitment exercise. A number of churches were visited and men 
were interviewed. The result was that we started mid February with 10 students in the certificate 
stream and 5 students in the diploma stream. We would appreciate your continued prayers for the 
College staff, the lecturers and our students. 
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Certificate students taught by Pst. Isaac Phiri                                               Diploma students taught by Rev. C. Miti 

 
 
Let us meet with one of the students: 
 

 
 

My name is Jefferson Mkisi. I am 68 years old. 
Since 1984 I have been a member of the 
African Covenant Church in Zambia (ACCZ). 
Local pastors ordained me to be a pastor in 
2007. In 2017 I got a theological training after 
training for only few days in Lusaka. I was then 
made to be overseer of 12 branches in Chama 
District which is about 490 km away from 
Covenant College.  
I heard about Covenant College through a 
former student, Gilbert Mvula. The good thing 
from this College is that fees and some other 
needs are sponsored. Two of my sons, Victor 
and Gideon, studied at Covenant College 
although Victor didn’t finish his studies. He 
lives close to my family and takes care of 
them, now that I am here. Gideon, on the 
other hand, graduated from Covenant College. 
I saw a complete change in his behaviour from 
that time. Instead of being short tempered, he 

became a humble man. His preaching even 
improved very much. The church even chose 
him to become their pastor. I am very proud 
of my son. This is what inspired me to come to 
college too! 
Last November I attended a CEM conference 
in Chama. I even still wear the bracelet that 
was shared (this bracelet has 5 colours with 
which one can explain the gospel in a simple 
way to the children). I learned a lot about how 
to follow God’s command and how to handle 
children. That conference gave me the 
courage to come to Covenant College. I want 
to gain more knowledge about the gospel, 
more spiritual knowledge and I also want to 
learn about church administration. 
It was not easy for me to come here. I walked 
about 10 km to Chama town from my remote 
home village. From there, I got on a minibus 
to Chipata (320km). Being a farmer, I sold 
some of my maize and sunflower crops to be 
able to buy a bus ticket. Unfortunately, with 
the hikes in fares, it was only enough to take 
me to Chipata. So I was stranded. I spent a 
night in Chipata and was very thankful that 
the College helped me out to reach here. 
The churches in Chama couldn’t help me 
financially. There is nothing in the pastor’s 
basket. But I still want to continue serving God 
as a pastor even when I am not put on a 
salary. After all, this is how I have been serving 
God and the churches under me for all these 
years! Please do pray for me as I sit in a class 
to learn the Bible and Theology to equip me 
better for my ministry. Thank-you. 
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Farm 
We had prayed for rains in December, planted our seeds and God was gracious to allow these to 
germinate even when we had experienced a partial period of drought. From the month of January up 
till now, we have received good rains thus the maize crop is looking promising. The sunflower crop 
too is doing very well. This means food security for our 2020 students is guaranteed! 
 
In the meantime we have a vacancy at the Farm as the Ministry Leader; Pastor Charles Mwanza, 
resigned and left us in December. We already had a vacancy for a Farm Manager but the Trustees 
have decided to combine these two roles in future and we are now praying that the Lord will guide 
us to find the right person to lead the Farm. Will you please pray with us? 
 
We are meanwhile thankful for our farm workers who keep the Farm running under the oversight of 
Lupupa Sakala.  
 

    
Our fields during December      January                                                                           February 

 
CEM 
Last year the Trustees decided to start a new approach for CEM, meaning the ownership of 
education was put fully on the shoulders of the community schools, after receiving many years of 
training. This took away the need for trainers in visiting schools anymore. The Ministry Leader; Pastor 
Musonda, as a result, got transferred to the College under a new contract. 
 
Under the new approach, conference weeks will still be conducted for teachers at the College as it is 
done where Marjanne goes in different areas in Zambia. We have seen how in these areas schools 
start following our programs and how the CEM approach is spreading by itself. More and more 
schools are sharing daily Bible lessons and the literacy level is increasing. 
 
Through modern communication Marjanne is able to offer advice to schools even when she is not 
right there and then at the spot. Through internet and WhatsApp groups knowledge is spread as 
well. Even during her furlough in The Netherlands there was a lot of communication between her, 
the College and teachers in different areas.  
 
We are grateful that Marjanne arrived safely back in Zambia and in a few days’ time, Lord willing, she 
will go to the Copperbelt again to conduct training for different schools and Sunday Schools. Please 
surround her with your prayers! 
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We also had some sad news. Early January our CCZT Board vice chairman, Rev. E.S.Z. Miti, lost his 
wife. She, in the past did a lot in the conferences for student wives. Again, at the end of February, 
CEM lost one of her ‘example’ teachers, Loveness Zulu. She had been trained under CEM since 2010 
and was a very special teacher, not only in her village but also for others. Many a people who wanted 
to become a teacher were taken to her school for a special practical training session. Board members 
and visitors had visited her school to get a proper picture of what it meant to follow the CEM 
program. Let us remember the bereaved families in our prayers. 
 

      
 Amai Miti                                     CEM training in Chiwowa                                        The late Loveness in her own pre-school in action 
 

 
 
 
 
Pastor Emmanuel Sakala  
Principal  
covenantcollegezambia@gmail.com or sakalaemmanuel@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

Covenant College Bank Details: Zambia National Commercial Bank. Account Name: Covenant College Zambia. Account No.: 
1035293100142 Branch: Petauke Swift Code: ZNCOZMLU 
 
CEM Bank Details: Zambia National Commercial Bank. Account Name: Covenant College Zambia Trust (CEM).  Account 
No.:1814372100111Branch: Petauke   Swift Code: ZNCOZMLU 
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